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How was the Council Started? 
The TFSC was borne of two initiatives. The first was a Food System Summit, 
held in October 2011 and organized by TJ Johnson and Sustainable South 
Sound. A series of workshop and focus group facilitated discussion around 
various aspects of the food system, their impacts, and their potential for being 
vehicles for changing our local economy, environment, social culture, and 
community.  The data and information collected during the summit reflected 
the community values that the council seeks to embody and engage.  
 
At the same time, the Thurston Regional Planning Commission received a grant 
to conduct a community-wide study on a sustainable Thurston County and 
what this means in developing a comprehensive sustainable growth strategy for 
the area.  As a result of the Food Summit and encouragement by prominent 
food system organizers, local food systems became one of the nine focus area of 
the Sustainable Thurston project.  As a result of this development, a 
presentation and report on Local Food System needs, issues, and goals was 
produced over the three to four months following the Food Summit.  
 
However, once the work done by the Sustainable Thurston Food Panel had 
been completed, a majority of participants felt that there was a need to 
continue the work of the panel and of the summit. As a result, the TFSC was 
formed to carry on the work begun by these two initiatives. 
 
What Is the Work of the Council? 
The council strives to represent organizations or professionals working 
collaboratively to propel the local food system, in order to better meet the needs 
of Thurston County communities. Through creating a space for local leaders 
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and community members to join together and address food-related issues, the 
council will be able unite our common voices to create a more just, sustainable 
food system.  
 
TFSC is a grassroots, community-based organization that is not supported 
through any ordinance nor legislation in an official capacity. However, the 
council is nevertheless recognized as a valued resource on Food Policy and 
Local Food Systems in South Puget Sound and as such has been asked by the 
Thurston Council Commissioners and Sustainable Thurston to prepare a Food 
System Action Plan for Thurston County. 
 
What are TFSC’s Goals?  
The Thurston Food System Council strives to:  

• Evaluate and influence food system policy 
• Support sustainable agriculture and foster food-friendly neighborhoods 

(urban, suburban and rural) 
• Promote social justice (promote equal access to healthy food for all 

members of our community) 
• Encourage healthy lifestyles and disease prevention through food and 

nutrition education 
• Create a diverse and resilient local food economy 
• Protect natural resources and sustain the environment 
• Ensure preservation, protection and expansion of farmland, farming and 

farmers and expansion of food producing lands and fisheries 
• Strengthen links and relationships within and between urban, suburban 

and rural communities 
 
How Can I Get Involved? 
As a community-based grassroots organization, the TFSC relies on community 
input and collaboration. The work of the TFSC, especially that of the Food 
Action Plan, mandates a diversity of participating individuals, communities, 
and identities.  We highly encourage members of the public to attend each of 
our meetings, and set aside specific time slots for non-members to share input 
with the council at the start and close of the meeting and appreciate that 
involvement with our council.  
 
TFSC meetings are held the first Wednesday of each month from 3 to 5 pm in 
the large conference room at the Thurston Regional Planning Council, 2424 
Heritage Court SW, Suite A, Olympia, Washington 98502 - http://www.trpc.org. 
We believe that our rootedness in our food system makes the work we do a 
community undertaking, and value any suggestions and input.  


